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MEMORIAL. 


1o 


the 


Honorable Cato West Secretary, exercising the hower and performing the duties of Governor of the 


Mississippi Lerritory. 


THE right of the people to petition for a redrefs of grievances is inci- 
dent to the nature of our government, and is exprelsly guaranteed by that 
conftitution under which we live. An occafion has recently occurred, 
which demands in the molt exemplary manner the exercife of this right 
on the part of the citizens of this Territory. We therefore, your memo- 
pialifts, aware that appeals of this fort fhould not be made on trivial 
grounds or frivolous pretexts, but impreffed with the importance and 
the delicacy of the fubject ; fully acquainted with their rights, and ever 
alive to the infringement of them; deem it a duty which they owe to 
themfelves and to the community, to memorialize your Honor on a fub- 
ject which taken either in a moral or legal view may emphatically be ftyled 
a public grievance : to redrels which, your memonialifts folicit your Honor 
to interpote that authority with which you are invefted by the Ordinance 
adopted for the government of this Territory. 

We allude to the late ele&ion held for the County of Adams. 

The intrigues and the frauds practifed inthe County of Adams on that 
occafion deprived the conftitutional cleGors of Adams and Wilkin{or 
Counties cf then Reprefentatives in the Legiflature. The legitimate voters 
were completely distranchifhed. A {fyftem coriupt in the extreme was 
openly planed and executed, derogatory to the citizens of this Territory, 


voted at the election,---under deeds too made to them on the fpurof the 
occafion; without any confideration, other, than that they were to be re- 
turned to their makers atter the votes were given. I: isa fa&t cf equal 


notoriety, that many if not all of thofe (pusious deeds pafled without thofe 


folemnities effential to conftitute the validity of fuch an inftrument. 


They were made without the privity of the owner in many cafes, and fome 
of them were neither figned or fealed. In one or two inftances it was dil- 
covered that two perfons had voted under the fame deed, which conveyed 
no title in law or equity to either. In (hort ıt was remaiked by every 
honeft eleCtor with indignation, that thole ** Fifty acre deed men,” knew 
nothing of the fituation of the land under which they voted, except the 
quantity, and could only reply to the queftions put by the inlpectors, that 
“they had a printed deed for it.” 

Frauds {o glaring in a Government of equal right, your memorialifts 
humbly hope will not pafs with impunity. If there be no remedy for an 
evil fo deftru€tive of our deareft rights, the elective fianchife can only be 
nominaltous. The accidental arrival of one or two hundred perfons in 


_ our Territory on their way to or from New-Orleans, will, if thele practices 


injurious to their interefts, and fraught with evils too heavy to be pa | 


trently endured. It would be tedious to recite minutely the various in- 
ftances cf fraud practifed by the leaders cf a party in that election. We 
confider it fufhcent to expote the general {yftem by a brief detail of facts, 
the truth of which is too notorious to be denied. 

A few days prior to the eleétion, a confiterabie number cf blank deeds 
were printed and depofited in the hands o! fundry perfonsto be fi'led up 
and difperfed according to circumftances, with a view to the election of 
certain candidates. The deeds were generally made for fifty acres of 
land or thereabouts, and diftributed among every defcription of indy 
viduals who woul’ accept the fame,on the condition of voting for thofe cap 
didaces whole election they were intended to promote. Under this title, 
upwards of one hundred perfons, who fo far from having any intereft h 
mot evena refidence in our Territory, perfons, who were merély Pate 
through the community to {fome other port,and who had no expectatidh 
of receiving protection trom, or being in any manner amenable to ous 
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meet with countenance from, or are winked at by the government, always 
fix the fate of our eletions. We fhall have no voice in them. If fuch 
evafions of the conftitution be fanftioned, a few wealthy freeholders with 
their cait loads of hired voters, will ufurp the power and give the laws to 
the Territory, 

The foregoing ftatement we avow with the boldnefs of truth to be 
correct. Such was tie praétice at the late eleCtion. Eye witneffes as 
many of us were to the procedure, it would have been criminal to have 
remained filent. We profets ourlelves zealous friends to a due extenfion 
of the right of fuffrage, but when the laws of our country prefcribe limits 
to it, we will ever oppofe a breach of them. 

In making this reprefentation we difcharge our duty. We reprefent the 
evil andit remus with your Honor to apply the con{titutional corrective, 
by diffolving an Election pregnant with the blackeft fraud, conceived and 
executed for the purpotfe of promoting the advancement of a party: a 
party inimical to the rights of the people, and tothe prefent tranquil ad- 
munutration of the United States. 


And your Mcmorialifts will ever pray &c 
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